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WE’RE HONORED TO HELP
BRIGHTEN THE HOLIDAYS.
Evergy is proud to partner
with CASA of Shawnee County
to provide positive energy in the
communities we live in and serve.
Visit evergy.com for more information
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THANK YOU TO

Our Community Partners

Bonnie Launey
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LOVING LIVING LOCAL
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LETTER FROM THE

President
Welcome Friends! I am so excited to be celebrating the 32nd
annual Homes for the Holidays Tour with you. The tour is CASA
of Shawnee County’s major fundraiser held every year to help
spread the word about CASA and the work we do every day
for the children in Shawnee County. The homes on the tour
are always gorgeous and sure to get you in the holiday spirit.
We would not be able to provide a voice for the children in our
community without the tour and all of you.
Every year more than 700 children are placed into Shawnee
County foster care. At this time, CASA is only able to serve 150
of those children in need. Our goal is to serve 175 this year. In
order to serve more children, we need more staff, volunteers and money.
This holiday season, please consider making a financial gift to CASA of Shawnee County
so that we are able to expand our services to more children in our community and help
make a difference in their lives.
On behalf of the CASA Board of Directors, I would like to extend a huge thank you to
this year’s staff, volunteers, decorators, sponsors and the homeowners who graciously
agreed to open their homes to the Topeka community.
Blessings,

Erin Lesser
President, CASA of Shawnee County
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Excellence in eye care and surgery since 1990

gratitude.

Kresie & Penzler,
MD’s, P.A.
We treat cataracts, glaucoma,
macular degeneration and dry eyes,
as well as diabetic-related eye issues.

Dr. Kresie

all of us at kirk & cobb

Dr. Penzler

6001 S.W. 6th Ave., Suite 210
(785) 233-0011
www.kresiepenzler.com

want to express our
deepest appreciation
to all casa volunteers.

you are extraordinary.
Proud supporters of CASA

thank you.

Merry Christmas
Kirk
& Cobb
INC REALTORS

2909 S.W. Maupin Lane
Topeka, KS 66614

®

MidwestTF.com | 785.232.6923

KirkandCobb.com • (785) 272-5555
2810 SW Gage Blvd, Topeka, KS 66614

Delivering simple solutions in a complex world.
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LETTER FROM THE

Executive Director
My life is like a quilt. The circumstances that shape me, the events that
make me who I am, are the color blocks — discrete experiences cut
into singular and independent shapes. Like the most intricately woven
cloths, some events in my life have been harmonious and beautiful. Other
circumstances have jarred me with jagged experiences — colors that
don’t really seem to fit. When viewed as individual pieces, I’m unable to
see the overall pattern. When I step back and look from a distance I can
admire what is before me because, in my eyes, the pieces have come
together beautifully.
I often wondered in the middle of the most difficult situations how I
would ever fit all the pieces together seamlessly, but today I realize
the seams are what bring out the beauty in a work of art. The lines and
details depict a person’s life without words.
I rest comfortably knowing I was taught to sew the details of my life together by my own master quilters
— my Mom and Dad.
Sadly, not everyone in the world is blessed to be raised in a home led by “master quilters,” as was I. We
have so many children right here in Shawnee County who need help mending their quilts as they go
through life. Which is where our CASA volunteers, our very own quilt masters, come in — helping children
fit their lives together in unique quilt designs made up by their own stories.
I’ve made three real quilts in my life — each of which felt like it took forever to complete and none of
which I would say are ready for public consumption. But that’s OK. Just the act of achieving creative
accomplishments like these — putting together color blocks that make up my life — gives me the drive I
need to jump out of bed every morning when my alarm goes off. Each day I come to work, I know I will
discover some new fabric or color that my colleagues and I will use to sew together the pieces and parts
of our organization’s own quilt.
While I’m hardly a master “life quilter” like my long-serving colleagues and committed volunteers, nothing
makes me prouder than beginning my life at CASA of Shawnee County as their student. We invite you to join us
this year — to sit beside us as we find new ways to sew together the pieces of our lives in service to others.
Blessings,

Terry Manies

Executive Director, CASA of Shawnee County
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MEET OUR

Board of Directors
Erin Lesser, President

Bill Cochran

Vice-President of Marketing
and Human Resources,
Peoples Insurance Group

Chief of Police,
Topeka Police Department

Chad Wilkins

Thad Halstead, Vice President

Chief Financial Officer,
Community Care Network of Kansas

Chief of Staff, Advisors Excel

Dana Shipley, Treasurer

Nick Neukirch

Senior Manager Audit Services, Evergy

CEO-Investment Advisor,
ProActive Capital Management, Inc.

Traci Bortz, Secretary

Jacob M. Wamego

Finance Manager-Global FTG, Hill’s Pet Nutrition

CEO, Prairie Band, LLC

Melissa Bylsma

Keegan M. McElroy

Officer, Retail Manager — Operations,
CoreFirst Bank & Trust

Attorney, Alderson, Alderson,
Conklin, Crow & Slinkard LLC

Thank you CASA
for all you do for
our community!
From the whole
McElroy’s Team,
Happy Holidays!

www.mcelroys.com 785.266.4870
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WE PUT PEOPLE FIRST

WE PUT PEOPLE FIRST
Home • Auto • Business • Contractors
Worker’s Compensation • Health • Life • Disability
Long-Term Care • Surety & Notary Bonding
1414 SW Ashworth Place, Ste 100 • (785) 271-8097
www.peoplesinsure.com
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MEET OUR

Staff

Terry Manies — Executive Director

Favorite holiday treat? Potato latkes
Favorite holiday song? Chestnuts Roasting on an Open Fire (The Christmas Song)
Favorite holiday movie? Grumpy Old Men
What do you like most about working for CASA? Each day gives me an opportunity
to make real and lasting positive impacts on the lives of children who need help
from supportive adults. Knowing my efforts make this little corner of the world a
better place fills me with pride.

Marquia Potter — Office Manager

Favorite holiday treat? Pumpkin pie
Favorite holiday song? Where are you Christmas?
Favorite holiday movie? The Grinch
What do you like most about working for CASA? I love all the people that I work with
and that we are helping change the community.

Cathy Baer, CINC Supervisor

Favorite holiday treat? Ghirardelli’s Peppermint Bark
Favorite holiday song? White Christmas
Favorite holiday movie? Miracle on 34th Street
What do I like most about working for CASA? I have the privilege of witnessing the
most incredible resilience in some children. It fills me with joy to be able to touch
the lives of children in a positive way.

Carole Wright, CINC Supervisor

Favorite holiday treat? Anything chocolate
Favorite holiday song? White Christmas
Favorite holiday movie? National Lampoon’s Christmas Vacation
What do I like most about working for CASA? I am so privileged to have the
opportunity to work with such a dedicated staff and volunteers who truly care
about children and continue to be a voice in court and in the community for
children who find themselves, through no fault of their own, in need of care and
support during a difficult period in their lives.

Georgia DeVader, CINC Supervisor

Favorite holiday treat? Pumpkin pie with whipped cream
Favorite holiday song? White Christmas
Favorite holiday movie? A Christmas Carol
What do I like most about working for CASA? I enjoy working for CASA because I like
meeting children who have had a troubled childhood and I want to be a positive
person in their lives. I also enjoy working with the agency workers who want to
make a difference in the lives of children and families.
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MEET OUR

Staff

Ruth Santner, CINC Supervisor

Favorite holiday treat? Peanut brittle
Favorite holiday song? Do You hear What I hear?
Favorite holiday movie? National Lampoon’s Christmas Vacation
What do you like most about working for CASA? I like that CASA volunteers make a
commitment to serve a child for at least 2 years, and hopefully until the court
case closes. By making this commitment, the CASA volunteer is most often the only
person serving the child and family who really gets to know them and to be an
effective advocate for the child, due to the frequent turnover in provider staff.

Terri Jowett, CINC Supervisor

Favorite holiday treat? Peanut butter Cookies or festive Rice Krispy treats
Favorite holiday song? John Lennon’s “And so this is Christmas”
Favorite holiday movie? Elf, Bad Santa, A Christmas Carol
What do you like most about working for CASA? I like that I work with a lot of really
neat people with a shared goal — to work very hard to help make some of our
Shawnee County children experience a safe and abuse free childhood with a
sense of permanency.
I like being part of an agency that is not bureaucratic, that works creatively to
ensure a child is able to grow up in an environment which helps that child to
become a contributing member of our community in a positive way, and in a way
that child does not repeat the cycle of abuse/neglect/abandonment that resulted
in the child becoming involved in the CINC System.

Jamie Dempewolf, Program Director

Favorite holiday treat? Peanut Butter Balls with Rice Krispies
Favorite holiday song? Silent Night
Favorite holiday movie? Definitely Home Alone
What do you like most about working for CASA? I love working for CASA because
working here offers me an opportunity to help someone be the positive change in
the lives’ of other people and I get to work alongside people who share the same
vision and level of dedication to our community as I do.

Lynne Bourne, Program Assistant

Favorite holiday food? Southern broccoli casserole
Favorite holiday song? Mary Did You Know
Favorite holiday movie? Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer
What do you like most about working for CASA? I love the purpose, philosophy and
the hearts of the people who work for CASA.
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Volunteers
OF THE YEAR

C

ASA of Shawnee County’s success depends
entirely on committed volunteers, master
“life quilters” like Sherry and Bob Jaymes — a
dynamic duo and dedicated co-CASA team.

Sherry and Bob also make it a priority to ensure each
child for whom they advocate has access to the
resources they need to be successful in school. The
husband and wife team have attended IEP meetings,
parent teacher conferences, and met with countless
school counselors. They’ve helped children finish their
homework and took one of the girls on a local college
campus tour.

When Sherry and Bob began volunteering for CASA in
2016, staff knew they would be stellar advocates. With
a background in teaching at-risk youth, the Jaymeses
were the perfect people to take on a complicated case
including seven siblings.

Sherry and Bob even stepped-up to the task of driving
around town in an effort to help one boy fund the
“best burger in Topeka.”

The time and talent Sherry and Bob put into their work
is truly something to behold. In the last 3 years, for
example, they have traveled more than 4,250 miles to
see the children for whom they advocate. They have
attended dozens of hearings and written timely court
reports for each one. They’ve gone to sibling visits
without fail and always make themselves available to
their kiddos by email, phone and text.

The Jaymeses have attended case plans and framework
meetings for every child to which they’ve been appointed
and have carefully monitored circumstances prior to the
finalization of each child’s adoption. They have proudly
attended adoption finalizations in the courtroom and
have been excited to show each child just how happy
they are to see them find “forever homes.”
With a collaborative attitude and energy to spare,
Sherry and Bob tirelessly work with all agencies and
parties involved in their case(s), painstakingly gaining
the children’s trust. And on one particularly difficult
day when a teenaged girl felt bereft and alone, she
called Sherry when her thoughts turned to suicide.
Of course, Sherry went running without hesitation,
because she knows just how much children need
adults upon whom they can rely.
For all this, and so much more, we ask you to join us in
celebrating the achievement of Bob and Sherry Jaymes.
Of course, it was not easy to select CASA of Shawnee
County’s 2019 Volunteer(s) of the Year. We are, after
all, blessed to work with many dedicated and devoted
advocates. Like all our wonderful volunteers, Bob and
Sherry understand how important it is to give children
hope. They understand just how important — and
fulfilling — it is to be the person who makes it possible
to Change a Child’s Story™.
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Jeffus-Botts-Botts
Wealth Management Group of Wells Fargo Advisors
proudly supports

CASA and Homes for
the Holidays

Serving northeast Kansas
and northwest Missouri
for more than 60 years.

Jeffus-Botts-Botts Wealth Management Group of Wells Fargo Advisors
6342 SW 21st St., Topeka, KS 66615
Office: 785-271-2492
neta.jeffus@wellsfargoadvisors.com
home.wellsfargoadvisors.com/neta.jeffus
jamie.botts@wellsfargoadvisors.com
home.wellsfargoadvisors.com/jamie.botts
brandon.botts@wellsfargoadvisors.com
home.wellsfargoadvisors.com/brandon.botts

Providing quality rental equipment
and first-class service as only a
locally owned family business can.
2010 S.W. Topeka Blvd.
Topeka, KS 66612
P: (785) 233-9487 F: (785) 233-8721

Investment and Insurance Products:
NOT FDIC Insured NO Bank Guarantee MAY Lose Value

www.sunflowerrental.com

Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name used by Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC, Member SIPC,
a registered broker-dealer and non-bank affiliate of Wells Fargo & Company. © 2011, 2013, 2016
Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC. All rights reserved. CAR-0718-01772 1703 IHA-595109

Monday-Saturday 7:30 a.m.- 5:30 p.m.
Sundays 9 a.m.-4 p.m.

May your holidays be merry and bright!

Proud supporters of
CASA of Shawnee County!
Contact Kim and Stanton Hinkly
at (785) 273-3422 or visit merrymaids.com.
Locally owned and operated
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Happy holidays from proud CASA supporters!

This locally-owned company offers:
Complete mailing services
Automation for First-Class Mail® flats
Compliance with Intelligent Mail® barcodes
540 N.W. Tyler Ct. #101, Topeka, KS 66608
785.232.2633 • www.americanpresortinc.com

Happy
holidays!
785.273.5250 • www.nuhlaw.com

Because having a plan matters.
19

Newbery, Ungerer
and Hickert LLP
Tax, business
and estate planning

c
ab

home-owned, homegrown

Proud supporter of CASA

Happy Holidays!

g

Proud to support CASA
and Homes for the Holidays!

3024 S.W. Wanamaker
Topeka, KS 66614
(785) 440-2200
heritagebankonline.com

o
y

Mark A. Reinert CFP®, RICP®, MBA

Reinert Wealth Management
3639 S.W. Summerfield Dr., Suite B / Topeka, KS 66614
(785) 272-3900 / mark.reinert@lpl.com
www.reinertwealthmanagement.com

de

Securities offered through LPL Financial, Member FINRA/SIPC
CASA, Reinert Wealth Management and LPL Financial are separate entities

PROUD SUPPORTERS OF
CASA OF SHAWNEE COUNTY!

Sharp Honda is proud to support
CASA’s Homes for the Holidays Tour.

•

Serving Topeka, Manhattan, northeast Kansas

•

Offering the widest selection of Honda vehicles

•

Ease of purchase with finance options

•

Professional Parts and Service Department
with competitive prices

Coffman, DeFries & Nothern

Attorneys at Law

HURST COFFMAN

3149 S.W. Kansas Ave., Topeka, KS 66611

A Professional Association

LUCKY DEFRIES

JEFF WIETHARN

SHELLI CROW-JOHNSON

ESTATE PLANNING • PROBATE • TRUSTS
• BUSINESS AND CORPORATE LAW • TAXATION
• REAL ESTATE LAW

(785) 233-2892

www.SharpHonda.com

534 S. Kansas Ave., Suite 925, Topeka, KS 66603-3407 • Phone: (785) 234-3461 • Fax: (785) 234-3363
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MEET DESIGNER

Chris Page

L

ocal designer and Realtor®, Chris Page, has always had an eye for design. After selling her successful floral
business after 25 years, she took up real estate, working at Realty Professionals in Topeka. Though helping
families buy and sell their homes gives her great satisfaction, the itch to decorate hasn’t left her bones. Decking
the halls of the distinguished Cedar Crest home, and corporate offices around Topeka, Chris has left her mark all
around the city. Being involved with CASA gives Chris an opportunity to share her passion with the local community,
while contributing to a great cause. As a kid at Christmas time, she always enjoyed a warm and full house — CASA allows
her a way to provide other children the same experience. Soon Chris will be opening her own DIY and decor-inspired
website, where she will share tips and tricks for others to enjoy. You can find her on Facebook and Instagram
(@ChrisPageDesigns) or her website, chrispagehomes.com.
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MEET DESIGNER

Porterfield ’s
Flowers & Gifts

F

ounded in 1965, by Brooke and Virginia Porterfield
and owned today by their son, David, Porterfield’s
Flowers and Gifts has long been a supporter and
important partner in CASA of Shawnee County’s
Homes for the Holidays tradition. A bellwether of classic
floral design with an original flair, Porterfield’s has been
involved in many momentous events throughout our city’s
history, including inaugurals and other State events,
presidential visits and services for local dignitaries. The
company has been chosen as Topeka’s best florist many
times and is the only local florist selected as a member of
Fine Flowers, the nation’s listing of premier florists.

David’s team of experts includes Design Director, Patrick
Wages, an important part of the Porterfield’s family
since 1995. Patrick ensures every design that leaves
the store is impeccably done, regularly consulting with
clients to produce some of Topeka’s most memorable
occasions. They are joined by Linda Kennison, a veteran
floral designer who’s been on the Porterfield’s team since
2017. Whether creating a show-stopping display on the
sales floor or designing a gorgeous floral remembrance,
Linda’s work is perfection. Porterfield’s design team is
rounded out by Denise Peterson, a multi-faceted individual
who splits her professional duties, both helping to keep
things running smoothly in the office and working in the
design room to ensure clients receive top-tier service —
satisfaction guaranteed.

Owner, David Porterfield, attended Topeka Public Schools
and graduated from Washburn University. His dedication
to Topeka’s community is evidenced not only by his
steadfast support for CASA, but by the service he’s done
as president of the Mulvane Art Museum and so much
more. Professionally, he has served as president of the
Kansas State Florists Association and has twice been on
the national Board of Directors of the American Institute of
Floral Designers.

Porterfield’s is proud to offer its community only the
best locally grown organic flowers, premium imported
blossoms, fresh flowers, silks and expertly selected items
of home décor at affordable prices.
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Proudly
supporting

Proudly supporting 

CASA of Shawnee County

CASA Homes
for the Holidays

Attorneys
Arthur A. Glassman
James R. McEntire
Alan V. Johnson
Gregory A. Lee
Vernon L. Jarboe*
Stephen D. Lanterman † ‡
Brian M. Jacques*
Shaye L. Downing
Michael S. Heptig

Danielle N. Davey
Emily A. Hartz ‡
Aaron R. Bailey
Allison Maxwell Hibler
Kelly J. Trussell
Ryan M. Brungardt
Tai J. Vokins
Krystal L. Vokins

785.357.6311

Gayle Burns, Realtor®
(785) 213-6414
gfburns@cox.net

sloanlawfirm.com
Offices in Topeka and Lawrence
*L.L.M. in Taxation † Admitted in Nebraska ‡ Admitted in Missouri
All attorneys are admitted in Kansas.

RealtyProfessionalsTopeka.com

HAPPY HOLIDAYS

From Our Family
to Yours
WE ARE PROUD TO SUPPORT THE EFFORTS OF
CASA OF SHAWNEE COUNTY
One Security Benefit Place | Topeka, KS 66636 | SecurityBenefit.com
99-00504-38 2019/07/23
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Foulston proudly supports
C A S A and its mission to utilize
volunteers to advocate for the

is a proud supporter of
CASA of Shawnee County.

best interest of children and
youth involved in the court system.

Topeka Locations:
701 S. Kansas
Gage & 29th
8th & Topeka Blvd
JAMES P. RANKIN

www.equitybank.com
785-233-1515

785.233.3600
JRANKIN@FOULSTON.COM

5 3 4 S . K A N S A S AV E N U E , S U I T E 1 4 0 0
TOPEKA , KANSAS 66603-3436

Happy Holidays

FOULSTON.COM

Proudly serving Topeka
for more than 40 years

Roofing, repairs,
maintenance
and roof inspections
Free estimates
4614 S.W. Topeka Blvd. • (785) 228-0088 • gardnerroofing.net
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MEET DESIGNER

Red Door
Home Store

Photo credit: Topeka Capital-Journal

J

esse and Stacie Borjon love what they do as the
owners of Red Door Home Store, and it shows. With
over 25 years of experience in the design field,
they proudly offer Topekans a great selection of
unique, high-quality, stylish options in home décor and
accessories. Located in Fairlawn Plaza, when you walk
through the front door of Red Door Home Store you will
immediately discover carefully vetted pieces ensured to
match each customer’s styles and tastes. Whether it’s a
shelf, a corner, flower arrangement, a room or your entire
home, no challenge is too small for the Borjons.

The Borjon’s expertise, business acumen and dedication
to TopCity is appreciated community wide as evidenced by
their having been named finalists in The Greater Topeka
Partnership’s 2018 Emerging Entrepreneur of Distinction
competition. This year marks the fifth time they have
participated in CASA’s Homes for the Holiday’s tour. But
then, we’re not surprised by their steadfast support. As
Jesse told the Topeka Capital Journal in November 2018,
“when we opened the store, we wanted it to be about
community and how we could have an impact in the
community … It’s a win-win. We get to support CASA and
showcase what Red Door has to offer.”
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Sweet
Treats
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WELCOME TO THE

Mike & Grace Morrison Home

M

ike and Grace
Morrison
loved waking
up in their
Knollwood home on
Christmas morning after Santa had come. Seeing the excitement, delight
and wonder in their children’s eyes began the day on a high note before
bundling the kids off to grandparents’ houses where all the cousins got
together for family-filled holidays. And while spending the holiday with
loved ones was an important part of their family’s traditions, it was in their
beautiful home near Shunga Park where some of the family’s most special
memories were made.

down together for the traditional family Christmas breakfast of the “Best
Ever Overnight Cinnamon Rolls,” egg casserole, and bacon.
Built in 1988, remodeled in 2007, and augmented again in 2018, the Morrison’s
home has undergone many changes over the years. Major renovations
have seen Mike and Grace relocating rooms, closets, and bathrooms. The
kitchen has been transformed, wall treatments, arches, columns, glass and
wrought iron have been added. Granite countertops and a kitchen-island
bar have come and gone. Rooms have been added, like their much-beloved
breakfast room with a glorious view of the park. And most recently they
built a screened-in deck which gives them hours of joy as there’s nothing
the couple loves more than sitting in their bug-free outdoor room with Cally,
their lovable but naughty kitty, enjoying a view of the park as they read,
nap, eat, listen to the sounds of nature, and entertain.

In the Morrison house, custom dictated that Christmas began the day after
Thanksgiving with the traditional playing of Barbra Streisand’s “Christmas
Album” — beginning with “Jingle Bells,” of course. As the music blared,
the songs of the season kicked off the holiday countdown. A small doll
ornament with a hand-crocheted dress — a gift to Grace from the woman
who introduced her parents to each other — made her annual appearance
when the tree was decorated. Delicious smells filled the air as the family
looked forward to opening gifts on Christmas morning. Everyone sitting
on the floor around the tree opening presents gave them wonderful
memories to share. And even more memories were made when they sat

The Morrisons are excited about sharing their beloved home with Topekans
as part of CASA’s Homes for the Holidays tour. They are excited about
helping TopCity kick-off the holidays, inspire decorating ideas, and increase
community awareness about and support for CASA of Shawnee County. The
Board of Directors and staff thank Mike and Grace Morrison for their support
of CASA’s commitment to, as Grace says, “being a voice and support to children
who need it the very most, and for whom there is little or no other help.”
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Warming your
heart and
your home

Providing safe, reliable and affordable
natural gas to keep your home and
family warm and cozy all winter long.

Our annual

CASA SALE
CASA patron’s discount of
for any
holiday decor

20%

KansasGasService.com

(CANDLES EXCLUDED)

Kansas Gas Service is a
proud sponsor of

CASA’s Homes
for the Holidays Tour

Friday, Nov. 22 • 7 a.m.-6 p.m.
Saturday, Nov. 23 • 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
Sunday, Nov. 24 • Noon-5 p.m.
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KGS CASA Home for the Holidays.indd 1

9/16/19 10:52 AM

Let Alliance Bank
make your life easier
Local Decisions...
Local Success...
Local Bank...

We take your Banking
personnally.

Topeka’s favorite
Christmas store!

www.alliancebankks.com
3001 SW Wanamaker Rd.
785-271-1800

6th & MacVicar Branch
785-228-8346

Heating - Cooling
New Construction
&
Replacement Systems
1520 SE 10th
785-232-2916

We are proud supporters of CASA and the
Homes for the Holiday Tour.
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WELCOME TO THE

Tighe & Margaret
LaRue Home

C

ASA volunteer and local child advocate, Margaret LaRue, and her
husband, Tighe, a local business owner, are long-time Topekans who
look forward to the holiday season each year. Celebrating with their
two grown children, the LaRues enjoy entertaining in their custombuilt home nestled within McFarland Farms. The couple stays involved in the
community throughout the year, sharing their contagious laugh and love with
those they touch. Thanks to the LaRues for their generosity in opening their
home this year for the Homes for the Holidays Tour!
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WELCOME TO THE

Mark & Peggy
Murnahan Home

I

t’s always a
beautiful day when
you step inside
Mark and Peggy
Murnahan’s Clarion
Lakes home. You’re immediately taken in by the 15-foot hand-painted
blue sky ceiling highlighted by the glow of a beautiful Strass Swarovski
crystal chandelier. Their home, designed as a family “palace” by Dr. Rao
Donepudi and GLPM Architects, Inc., was built in 2003. It features granite
and slate floors throughout as well as three custom-designed fireplace
mantles. A special feature is an antique Indian palace window and
mantle on a fourth fireplace in the master bedroom.

Homes for the Holidays tour. Peggy says kids will never get that time
back, so “protecting it and using it well deserves great effort.”
The holidays are a special time for the family. You may find Mark and
Peggy enjoying hot buttered rum while the kids guzzle Peggy’s magical
hot chocolate. You’ll likely hear the theme song for Christmas Vacation
playing on a continuous loop as the turkeys and pumpkins are put away
and replaced by Christmas trees.
One of their traditions is to shop for new Christmas ornaments on
Halloween — yes, while in costume! It’s a fun way for them to kick
off the holiday season. They enjoy decorating many trees each year,
including a homemade ornament tree, patriotic tree and a 9-foot family
tree representing each family member’s greatest interests. It takes
them more than 8 hours to decorate just that one tree.

Mark, Peggy and their four children, Simon (16), Madeline (14), Jack (10)
and Jude (6) — along with a cat, a turtle and 300 assorted fish — call this
amazing house of more than 8,000 square feet home. With four kids of
their own, the Murnahans understand how personal experiences can
affect children during their formative years. They say their love of kids
is why they are opening up their home for CASA of Shawnee County’s

Please join CASA of Shawnee County in thanking Mark and Peggy
Murnahan for opening their home to further our cause.
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Proudly supporting
CASA of
Shawnee County

Happy
Holidays

CPA’s redefined.
For 105 years...
n Proactive accounting solutions
n Tax services
n Audit services

3630 S.W. Burlingame Road
716 South Kansas Ave, Topeka, KS 66603

(785) 234-3427

785-232-3266
www.claytonwealthpartners.com

www.btandcocpa.com

Welcome
home.
For your
home, choose
a Realtor®
with a passion
for interior
design and the
background to
back it up.

Community Pharmacy 785-228-9700

Chris Page, Realtor®
Office: (785) 271-8411
Cell: (785) 608-4194
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YOUR Holiday
HOME STORE

ORNAMENTS
At Fairlawn Plaza
21st & Fairlawn | 785.250.7720
Monday-Friday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Saturday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Sunday Noon to 4 p.m.

HOMEDECOR
CUSTOMFLORALS
&GIFTS
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WELCOME TO THE

Josh & Kimberly
Svaty Home

T

his isn’t the first time
Josh and Kimberly Svaty
have graciously opened
their lovely Westboro
home to benefit Kansas’ kids.
Upon purchasing the gorgeous 1926 Colonial-style house in 2012, they
immediately volunteered to delay moving in until after renovations
were completed as part of that year’s Designers’ Showhouse
fundraiser. Such dedication to the well-being of Kansas’ kids is par
for the course for the busy couple. Kimberly serves on the Board of
Directors of Harvesters, the Community Food Network and is on the
Board of Trustees for the University of Kansas Hospital Saint Francis
campus. Josh, meanwhile, spent his career in public service, having
been elected as a Kansas State Representative, and serving as the
State Secretary of Agriculture, and as the Vice President of Salina’s
world-famous Land Institute (respectively).

These parents of four active children look forward to the holiday
season every year as a special time to make new memories.
Each year they venture out to the Optimist tree lot the Sunday
after Thanksgiving to pick out the family Christmas tree, which is
decorated with meaningful holiday ornaments from Kimberly and
Josh’s youth. When they got engaged they began buying or making
their own ornaments each year which has added to their collection
and carried the tradition forward for their children.
Annually on December 23rd, the Svatys head off to the grocery store
where everyone picks out one thing they want for dinner. That
night they enjoy a meal under the beautiful tree made from the six
elements they bought earlier in the day. These joyous traditions
are topped off by a family-sleepover under the tree that night in
preparation for Santa’s visit.
Kimberly and Josh know how much Topekans enjoy this special time
of year and are proud to share their love for the holidays in support
of CASA of Shawnee County. They know about the undeniable
difference our volunteers make in the quality of life for area children
and are pleased to open their home for those who join them in their
desire to leave an indelible mark on those in need.

Kimberly is the Founder and CEO of Gencur Svaty Public Affairs, a
communications, public relations, legislative advocacy and event
management company, serving a diverse set of clients ranging from
non-profit organizations to large companies. The busy couple works
together in these endeavors, and also own and operate Free State
Farms, a diversified crop and livestock operation located in Josh’s
boyhood Ellsworth County home.
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HOST OF THE

2019 Patron Party

F

rom the moment you arrive at The Topeka Country Club, you will
know that you’re in for something special! The Club has recently
completed a renovation and expansion of the Clubhouse. After
working with an award-winning team of architects and interior
designers, the new clubhouse opened at the beginning of 2019. New and
improved amenities provide members with the perfect retreat from the
rigors of everyday life. Improvements touch every aspect of Club life,
including a new Health & Wellness Center, a new Beach Entry Resort Pool,
dining facility expansions and new Golf Shop. The Topeka Country Club is a
“vacation spot” close to home!

by one of Topeka’s best is available by appointment. An attendant in
our new Youth Room is available at peak times for convenience in
helping watch children. In addition, nationally accredited personal
training and a comprehensive schedule of wellness programs for every
fitness level is offered.

Throughout its 100-plus year history, The Topeka Country Club has always
been a warm and welcoming gathering place for members to call home.
The Club experience is about being the place for families and friends to
come together and create lasting memories. With an active social calendar
filled with themed dinners, wine tastings, holiday celebrations, family
movie nights and more, there’s always something going on at The Topeka
Country Club.

At the Tennis Center, you will have your choice of 3 indoor or 4 outdoor
courts. The professional tennis staff teaches private or group lessons and
also holds tennis clinics for adults and children. During the summer, the
tennis center has an All Children’s Sports Camp that is very popular and
they also host Kid’s Night Out once a month.

Our beautiful and challenging 18-hole golf course was designed by world
renowned designer, Perry Maxwell. We have no tee times and the Golf
Shop is always stocked with the latest fashions and equipment that any
golfer may need. Our PGA golf staff is available for private lessons, clinics
and they also teach the summer Junior Golf program.
The brand-new Health & Wellness Center features free weights, stateof-the-art Life Fitness equipment, spin bikes, a group exercise room
and Titleist Performance Institute (TPI) Golf Fitness Assessments to
help members improve their on-course performance. Massage therapy

Our new resort style pool features a beach entry, a submerged bench for
relaxing with friends and family, lap lanes and interactive water features
for kids to enjoy. Outdoor furnishings provide members a place to relax
while enjoying the pool area.

The casual dining Grille Room offers a seasonal menu tailored by our
Executive Chef. Weekly specials feature something for everyone. The first
Sunday of every month boasts a spectacular Sunday Brunch buffet with
variety of choices as well as an omelet station, carved selections and a
dessert station.
From the moment you enter The Topeka Country Club, you’ll be catered
to by people who personally know and care about you. For your family
and friends, for your business associates — for yourself — we invite you
to discover the very finest our city has to offer. Welcome to The Topeka
Country Club.

Don’t just join a Club

Join a Family

The Topeka CounTry Club

TO

.

P E K A C.C
EST. 1905

www.topekacc.org

2700 SW buchanan, Topeka, kansas 66611 | (785) 354-8561
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Quality Care &
Terriﬁc Smiles
since 1981!

Dr. Lindsay Biggs

TOPEKA

785-273-0801
2951 SW Wanamaker Dr, Topeka, KS 66614

SILVER LAKE

785-582-0185
400 S Circle Dr, Silver Lake, KS 66539

micheldental.com
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Dr. Michael Michel
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WEST TOPEKA
2811 S.W. Wanamaker Road
(S.W. 29th and Wanamaker)
Villa West Shopping Center

271- 5151
LAKE SHAWNEE
3310 S.E. 29th St.

www.glorydayspizza.com
Proud supporter of CASA
of Shawnee County
FLEMING PLACE
1033 S.W. Gage

HUNTERS RIDGE
4745 N.W. Hunters Ridge Circle
(N.W. 46th St. and US-75 highway)
Hunters Ridge Shopping Center

783-5599
WEST LAWRENCE
4821 W. 6th St.

(S.E. 29th and Beach Drive)
Aquarian Center

(S.W. 10th and Gage)
Fleming Place Shopping Center

(W. 6th St. and Wakarusa Drive)
Westgate Shopping Center

266 - 5353

271- 5402

841-5252
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Ben Schreiner
Concrete
Construction

2520 East 2nd Street
Topeka, KS 66607
Patios. Drives. Walks. Basement Repair.
New Foundations. Commercial Concrete Work.

785-232-0445
Fax 785-232-1017

785.272.4484 or visit WWW.SSCCPAS.COM

benjschreiner@gmail.com

Happy Holidays!
2887 SW MacVicar Ave., Topeka, KS 66611
Telephone: (785) 267-3410 • Fax: (785) 267-9516
www.stumbolaw.com
Tom R. Barnes II Lee W. Hendricks
Todd A. Luckman Tiffany Thomas
Of Counsel

Should the New Year
bring you a new home,
please contact me.

Gary H. Hanson
Quentin E. Kurtz
Walter G. Stumbo
(1911-1998)

Tyler Johnson

785.383.8792
tyler@bhhsfirstrealtors.com

41

CHANGE A CHILD’S STORY ™
VOLUNTEER TODAY!

Court Appointed Special Advocate (CASA) Volunteers
CASA volunteers are empowered to make a lifelong
difference in the lives of children who have experienced
abuse and neglect, and are currently navigating the
Shawnee County court system. Each CASA advocates for
the child or children for whom the judge has given them
oversight. They work in the best interests of their kiddos
in an attempt to help the child reach and maintain stability
when they have been removed from home and are involved
in court cases.

Our CASA volunteers visit with children in their foster
homes or other placements and speak with children’s
families, social workers, caregivers, teachers and other
important people in children’s lives. After gathering relevant
information volunteers report findings to CASA of Shawnee
County and submit official recommendations to the court.
Every step of the way, our volunteers work in the best
interests of the children to whom they are appointed,
helping them stitch together the unique quilts of their lives.

CASA
Best-Interest Advocacy

CASA volunteers advocate for the
best interests of children who have

LEARN

REPORT

experienced abuse or neglect.
Here's what that means.

Learn all you can about the child
and his or her family and life.

Report what you have learned
and observed to the court.

ENGAGE

COLLABORATE

Engage with the child during
regular visits.

Collaborate with others to ensure that
necessary services are provided and are
in the child's best interest.

RECOMMEND
Speak up for the child's best interests in court. Make
recommendations regarding the child’s placement and
needed services, and monitor the child's situation until the
case is released by the court.
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Citizen Review Board Volunteers
Members of Shawnee County’s Citizen Review Board
(CRB) make lasting positive impacts on the lives of area
children by working with the court to develop common
sense approaches to cases they are assigned. Like our
CASA volunteers, their goal is to help children reach and
maintain stability in their lives.

foster care cases under the juvenile district judge and
make recommendations as to the programs and activities
that could best be employed to benefit the child.
Each board meets one time per month on Thursday
afternoons. At present, CASA of Shawnee County holds
up to three hearings each Thursday. But we’re ready to
grow this program and need your help to make it happen!
Volunteer to join Shawnee County’s CRB to help us change
the stories of even more area youth.

Volunteers are divided into 4 groups of 3-7 volunteers,
each of which makes up its own operating unit. They are
people just like you from the local community who have
the ability to make recommendations outside the realm of
the involved social workers and attorneys. With assistance
from our CRB Program Coordinator, CRB members review

There’s no place
like hope.
BECOME A CASA VOLUNTEER.
Children in foster care who have a CASA volunteer are more likely
to succeed in school and adjust to change. And they’re half as likely
to re-enter the foster care system later. As a volunteer, you can
make all the difference for a child who has experienced abuse or
neglect in your community. Get involved, and change a child’s story.

www.casaofshawneecounty.com
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LIVE. LOCAL. EXPERIENCED.
A Proud Sponsor of CASA of Shawnee County,
it’s staff and volunteers!
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The future
of health care
in Topeka
is here.

The care and compassion
that began over a century ago
continues today.
St. Francis Health is now
The University of Kansas
Health System St. Francis
Campus. Providing convenient
access to care for families
in the Topeka area, with the
support of the state’s only
academic health system.

kutopeka.com
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Banking like a

Boss!
CoreFirstBank.com

Member FDIC
Proud to support CASA
of Shawnee County
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Together we can help change
children’s lives.
Thank you, CASA, for advocating for children in our community.

bcbsks.com
CASA 08/19
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An independent licensee of the Blue Cross Blue Shield Association.

